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Nous developpons dans cet article quelques jalons d'une
économie politique de la politique environnementale. Nous réexaminons
le consensus des économistes en faveur de mécanismes sophistiqués de
réglementation incitative. Nous insérons tout d'abord la question du choix
des instruments dans le cadre général de la construction de mécanismes et
nous développons une économie politique à partir d'une analyse de contrats
incomplets. Ensuite, nous montrons dans divers contextes pourquoi des
contraintes *constitutionnelles+ sur le choix des instruments de politique
environnementale peuvent être désirables malgré leur apparente
inefficacité économique. Leur justification réside dans les limites qu'elles
imposent à la capacité des politiciens de distribuer des rentes. Nos résultats
permettent de mieux comprendre l'émergence récente de mécanismes
incitatifs en réglementation environnementale.
Mots clés : Environnement, Économie politique, Théorie politique, Choix
d'instruments
Partition du Journal of Economic Literature : D6, H1, L5, Q2Abstract :
This paper makes some steps toward a formal political
economy of environmental policy. Economists' quasi-unanimous
preferences for sophisticated incentive regulation is reconsidered. First,
we recast the question of instrument choice in the general mechanism
literature and provide an incomplete contract approach to political
economy. Then, in various settings, we show why "constitutional"
constraints on the instruments of environmental policy may be desirable,
even though they appear inefficient from a purely standard economic
viewpoint. Their justification lies in the limitations they impose on the
politicians' ability to distribute rents. Some insights are then provided
into the question often raised regarding the recent emergence of
incentive mechanisms in environmental regulation.
Keywords : Environment, Political Economy, Political Theory, Choice of
Instruments

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































gListe des publications au CIRANO
Série Scientifique / Scientific Series (ISSN 1198-8177)
96s-07 Toward a Political Theory of Environmental Policy / Marcel Boyer et Jean-Jacques
Laffont
96s-06 Work Sharing and Producrivity : Evidence from a Natural Experiment / Paul Lanoie,
François Raymond et Bruce Shearer
96s-05 Claims Reporting and Risk Bearing Moral Hazard in Workers' Compensation : The
Canadian Context / Guylaine Baril et Paul Lanoie 
96s-04 The Determinants of University Dropouts : A Sequential Decision Model with Selectivity
Bias / Claude Montmarquette, Sophie Mahseredjian et Rachel Houle
96s-03 Solutions au stress financier : Un survol de la littérature / Jocelyn Martel
96s-02 The Politics and Regulation of Hydroelectricity : The Case of Quebec in the Thirties / Ruth
Dupré, Michel Patry et Patrick Joly
96s-01 Cognition in Seemingly Riskless Choices and Judgments / Louis Lévy-Garboua et Claude
Montmarquette
95s-51 Entry Blockading Locations / Marcel Boyer, Philippe Mahenc et Michel Moreaux
95s-50 Environmental Protection, Producer Insolvency and Lender Liability / Marcel Boyer et
Jean-Jacques Laffont
95s-49 Stochastic Volatility / Eric Ghysels, Andrew Harvey et Eric Renault
95s-48 Is Workers' Compensation Disguised Unemployment Insurance? / Bernard Fortin, Paul
Lanoie et Christine Laporte
95s-47 Asset and Commodity Prices with Multiattribute Durable Goods / Jérôme Detemple et
Christos I. Giannikos
95s-46 Cohort Effects and Returns to Seniority in France / David N. Margolis
95s-45 Costs and Benefits of Preventing Workplace Accidents : Going from a Mechanical to a
Manual Handling System / Paul Lanoie et Louis Trottier
95s-44 Estimating and Testing Exponential-Affine Term Structure Models by Kalman Filter / Jin-
Chuan Duan et Jean-Guy Simonato
95s-43 Empirical Martingale Simulation for Asset Prices / Jin-Chuan Duan et Jean-Guy Simonato
95s-42 Trading Patterns, Time Deformation and Stochastic Volatility in Foreign Exchange
Markets / Eric Ghysels, Christian Gouriéroux et Joanna Jasiak
95s-41 Testing the Option Value Theory of Irreversible Investment / Tarek M. Harchaoui et Pierre
Lasserre
95s-40 Vertical Integration, Foreclosure and Profits in the Presence of Double Marginalisation /
Gérard Gaudet et Ngo Van Long
95s-39 On the Dynamic Specification of International Asset Pricing Models / Maral kichian, René
Garcia et Eric Ghysels
95s-38 Costs and Benefits of Preventing Worplace Accidents: The Case of Participatory
Ergonomics / Paul Lanoie et Sophie Tavenas
95s-37 Dynamic Incentive Contracts with Uncorrelated Private Information and History
Dependent Outcomes / Gérard Gaudet, Pierre Lasserre et Ngo Van Long
95s-36 Some Results on the Markov Equilibria of a class of Homogeneous Differential Games /
Ngo Van Long et Koji Shimomura